
 

Journal of Economics and Economic Education Research   Volume 25, Issue 5, 2024 

 
 

1  1533-3604-25-5-124 

 Citation Information: Behal, M. Pedagogical strategies in economic education: Fostering active learning. Journal of 
Economics and Economic Education Research, 25(5), 1-3  

 

PEDAGOGICAL STRATEGIES IN ECONOMIC 

EDUCATION: FOSTERING ACTIVE LEARNING 

Michael Behal, University College Cork, Ireland 

ABSTRACT 

Active learning techniques have gained prominence in modern pedagogical strategies 

across disciplines, including economic education. This article reviews various active learning 

methodologies, such as problem-based learning (PBL), cooperative learning, and the use of 

technology in classrooms. It also presents the advantages of these strategies in improving 

student comprehension, retention, and overall academic performance. The paper concludes 

by providing a framework for educators to implement these strategies effectively in 

economics classrooms. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The traditional methods of teaching economics often rely on passive learning, where 

students absorb information through lectures, textbooks, and assignments. However, 

economic education, like many other fields, has witnessed a shift toward more interactive and 

student-centered approaches. These methods, often termed "active learning," engage students 

directly in the learning process, encouraging them to apply economic concepts through 

problem-solving, discussions, and collaborative work. This article examines how active 

learning strategies can enhance student comprehension, retention, and the overall 

effectiveness of economic education (Buil-Fabregá et al., 2019). 

Economics is a subject deeply intertwined with real-world events, policy-making, and 

human behavior. Despite this, many students struggle to see the relevance of abstract 

economic theories and models in everyday life. Active learning addresses this gap by creating 

opportunities for students to engage with the material in more practical ways. It shifts the role 

of the teacher from a lecturer to a facilitator of learning, encouraging students to explore, 

experiment, and apply economic concepts in various contexts (Drew & Mackie, 2011). 

One of the most effective active learning strategies is problem-based learning (PBL). 

In this approach, students are presented with real-world economic problems and are tasked 

with finding solutions using the economic theories they have learned. PBL challenges 

students to think critically, work collaboratively, and develop solutions that are not just 

theoretical but applicable in practical scenarios. For example, students may be asked to 

analyze the economic impact of a policy change, like a new tax or trade regulation, and 

present their findings. This hands-on approach helps them connect theoretical knowledge to 

practical outcomes (Ginsburg, 2010). 

Cooperative learning is another powerful tool in active learning pedagogy. In a 

cooperative learning environment, students work in small groups to solve problems, discuss 

ideas, and test each other's understanding. This method promotes deeper understanding as 

students are required to articulate their thoughts, listen to others, and work towards a common 

goal. In economic education, cooperative learning can be used to analyze case studies, 

simulate market conditions, or debate economic policies. Group work helps students 
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appreciate diverse perspectives and fosters critical thinking skills essential for navigating 

complex economic issues (Grabinger & Dunlap, 1995). 

Simulations are particularly effective in teaching economics, as they allow students to 

experience economic principles in a controlled environment. These can range from simple 

market simulations to complex models of international trade or policy-making. For example, 

students might participate in a simulation where they act as firms competing in a market or as 

governments negotiating trade deals. By engaging in these simulated experiences, students 

gain a better understanding of economic principles like supply and demand, market 

equilibrium, and game theory, while also learning to deal with the uncertainties of real-world 

economics (Hand et al., 2015). 

Technology has significantly enhanced the potential for active learning in economic 

education. Tools like online simulations, interactive graphs, and educational software can 

help students visualize complex economic models. Online platforms also facilitate flipped 

classrooms, where students learn the theoretical aspects of economics at home through video 

lectures or readings, and then spend class time applying those theories in practical exercises. 

This not only allows for more interactive classroom time but also helps students process 

information at their own pace (Howell, 2021). 

Reflection is a critical aspect of active learning. After engaging in activities such as 

group discussions, simulations, or problem-solving exercises, students should have 

opportunities to reflect on what they learned and how they applied their knowledge. 

Reflection can take many forms, including written assignments, group debriefs, or individual 

feedback sessions. In economics, this can help students make sense of complex theories and 

see how these concepts are relevant to current events or personal financial decisions. 

Reflecting on their learning experiences allows students to consolidate their knowledge and 

better understand its applicability (Kusumoto, 2018). 

Despite the numerous benefits of active learning, its implementation in economic 

education is not without challenges. One major issue is the initial resistance from students 

who are accustomed to passive learning methods. Shifting to active learning requires students 

to take more responsibility for their own education, which can be uncomfortable at first. 

Instructors also face the challenge of redesigning their curricula to accommodate more 

interactive activities, which can be time-consuming. However, the long-term benefits of 

improved student engagement and learning outcomes make these efforts worthwhile 

(Martínez Casanovas et al., 2022). 

Another challenge in active learning is assessing student performance. Traditional 

exams may not always reflect the depth of understanding fostered by active learning 

activities. Therefore, educators need to develop alternative forms of assessment that evaluate 

not only students' knowledge of economic theory but also their ability to apply it in practical 

settings. This may include project-based assessments, peer evaluations, or reflective essays. 

By aligning assessments with active learning goals, instructors can better gauge students' 

grasp of both theoretical and applied economics (Quinlan & Fogel, 2014). 

Stanford University has been at the forefront of implementing active learning 

strategies in its economics courses. Professors have incorporated simulations, flipped 

classrooms, and problem-based learning into their curricula, leading to increased student 

participation and improved comprehension. In one course, students participate in a semester-

long simulation where they act as policymakers managing a hypothetical economy, making 

decisions on issues like inflation, unemployment, and trade. The simulation allows students 

to see the immediate consequences of their policies, fostering a deeper understanding of 

economic theory (Sierra & Suárez-Collado, 2023). 
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CONCLUSION 

By implementing active learning strategies in economic education, educators can 

significantly improve student engagement and learning outcomes. The focus on collaboration, 

critical thinking, and hands-on experience is essential in preparing students for complex 

economic challenges. 
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